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4 It always passed the Acts of Attainder (its object was to exe-
cute a person for high Treason or similar charge).

5.  It allowed the King the right of repeated marriages.

6.  It allowed the King to regulate succession to the throne ac-
cording to his will.

7.  The Parliament of 1539 suppressed the greater monasteries
permitting the King thereby to seize their wealth and lands.

Henry always humoured the Parliament and besides, he was con-
fident that the majority of both the Houses was in favour of his
policy.

The people calmly bore the King's despotic acts because they
wanted a strong ruler who could keep down the turbulent nobles and
give the country blessings of peace and security. The people knew
well the civil results of the tyranny of the uncontrolled barons; hence
the people had decided to be satisfied with the rule of one tyrant
instead of having so many tyrants (still there were many barons in
the country and every baron could act like an uncontrolled tyrant if
the King was weak. Hence the people wanted a very strong ruler who
could keep perfect peace and order in the country). Henry VIII, clever
and tactful as he was, often threw the burden of his unpopular mea-
sures on a particular minister and punished him to please the people.
The people highly valued peace and security for without it life was
impossible and for this the price paid by them was their silent tolerance
of the despotism of King Henry VHI which had reached its climax
under him.

Henry VIIPs despotic policy was tolerated because it was based
upon national support and approval. His policy did not lead to any
popular insurrection, because it had the support of the people.

All this shows that "No single monarch left so large a perso-
nal mark upon the nation as Henry VIII."

A NOTE
HENRY'S WIVES

Henry was married to Catherine of Aragon, his brother Arthur's
widow, for state reasons. Henry VII had married his eldest spn
Arthur to Catherine to create friendly relations with Spain. Thus it
was a political marriage and not a marriage of Arthur's choice. When
Arthur died* Henry Vn married his second son Henry (afterwards
Henry Vni) by a special permission of the Pope to maintain friend-
ship with Spain. It was again a marriage for state purposes and not
as the result of affection and personal convenience like those of pri-
vate people,                                                  -

When Henry' had become fcing be de<jided to divorce Catherine
*s h* bad fallen ia Iflva with Anne BoieyflrW court lady. After a
ftmr years she fell into disgrace and was beheaded by the king>
orders, for faigk treason, IJeftry at; pnee" married Janp Seymopr'who

'

,
iwt tor natural death about two years after the marriage/ Henry's